
Important Dates  

December 
10 - Christmas Card Making, 

9AM (No Sunday School)  

10 - Annual Congregational 

Budget Meeting, 11:45PM  

14 - Church Council, 7PM 

17 - Caroling to Homebound 

Members, 12:15PM 

24 - Christmas Eve Worship: 

3PM Barn Service (1755 

Principio Rd, Rising Sun) and 

10PM Candlelight Service 

(Bethel) 

31 - Service of Lessons and 

Carols, 10:30AM  

6,13&20 - Advent Soup/

Bread, 6:00PM and Study/

Worship 6:30PM 

24&31 - No 8AM Worship or 

9AM Sunday School 

13&20 - Praise Team 

Rehearsal, 7PM 

14&21 - Choir Rehearsal, 

6:30PM  
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Dear People of God, 

 

While we have lost the medieval church tradition of celebrating "Adam and Eve Day" on December 

24, we yet retain some of its character in our own Christmas tree rituals. On Adam and Eve Day 

common people play-acted the story of Adam and Eve. But before the presentation, the actors 

would parade through town with "Adam" carrying the Tree of Life on which apples were hung. Thus 

the first "Christmas trees" were born. 

 

It is fitting to look back to this ancient Adam and Eve celebration. For the thrust of the image we 

are calling "Christ the Apple Tree" is in identifying Christ as the Second Adam. From the apparently 

dead and withered stump of Jesse shoots forth the green, supple new growth of a completely new 

being - the Second Adam, the Messiah, Jesus. Christ's birth itself is the real Christmas tree, the true 

Tree of Life being made incarnate in our world. Because Christmas is celebrated in mid-winter, 

originally to more easily Christianize European pagans who were already used to a festival of winter 

solstice, we have often let the evergreen image overrun the message of the apple tree and the 

Second Adam. Christ incarnates the Tree of Life and brings the possibility of eternal life back to all 

humanity. Through Christ, the Second Adam, death itself will die, finally relinquishing its icy grip 

from humanity's throat. 

Have a most Blessed Christmas and a safe New Year! 

 

Love, Pastor Mark 

O`rsnqôr Rok`rg    
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CHIRSTMAS BENEVOLENCE  

 

Dear friends, this Christmas we would like 
to provide meals and gifts to local     

families in need.  An offering basket is 
located in the back of the sanctuary.  On 

check memo, please put:  

Christmas Benevolence .   

Donations will be received through    

Sunday December 17th.   

 

 

SOCK AND MITTEN TREE  

Our annual Sock and Mitten Tree is now on 
display and is in desperate need of decora-

tions.  The Help Center needs socks, mittens, 
gloves, hats, scarves, and underwear for all 
ages and sizes.  Please consider adding a 

beautiful and meaningful decoration to our 

tree. 



SAYINGS FROM THE WHARF  

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Soup, Bread and 

Worship 

Wednesday, December 6th, 

13th and 20th!  

ADVENT is here!  Advent Soup 

and Bread Meals will be held on 

Wednesday evenings beginning 

at 6:00 PM on December 6th , 

13th and 20th  Each meal        

followed by Study/Worship   

format at 6:30 PM. 

 
 

 

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING - 

Dec.10th @11:45AM  

The purpose of this meeting is to 

approve the 2018 Budget.  

 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

(Fourth Sunday of Advent) -  

Dec. 24th@10:30AM  

 Bethel December Birthdays!!!  

 

5ñCarol Cullison  

10ñAmanda McCloud  

29ñSara Igo  

In the 18th century a remarkable folk hymn, "Christ the Apple Tree," was 

anonymously written:  

 

The tree of life my soul hath seen,  

Laden with fruit and always green;  

The trees of nature fruitless be  

Compared with Christ the Apple Tree.  

 

His beauty doth all things excel;  

By faith I know, but ne'er can tell  

The glory which I now can see  

In Jesus Christ the Apple Tree.  

 

For happiness I long have sought,  

And pleasure dearly I have bought;  

I missed of all, but now I see  

'Tis found in Christ the Apple Tree.  

 

I'm weary with my former toil,  

Here I will sit and rest awhile;  

Under the shadow I will be,  

Of Jesus Christ the Apple Tree.  

 

The fruit doth make my soul to thrive,  

It keeps my dying faith alive,  

Which makes my soul in haste to be  

With Jesus Christ the Apple Tree.  

POINSETTIAS  
 

Help adorn our sanctuary on 
Christmas Eve by ordering a    

poinsettia.  They are $11 each for 
a 6ç pot and your choice of red or 
white.  They will be available for 
you to take home after the 10:00 
PM worship service on December 

24
th

.  Please pay our flower       
coordinator, Carol Cullison,      

directly.  Make all checks payable 
to Bethel and write æPoinsettiaç in 
the memo line.  Orders must be  
submitted by Sunday, December 

10
th

.  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  

Join the group of Carolers who will take 
the joy and songs of the Advent/

Christmas Season to our Homebound 
Friends of Bethel.  We meet at Bethel at 

12:15PM on Sunday December 17th.  
Song sheets and directions will be   

provided.  It only happens once a year.   
Your Christmas will be enriched by the 

experience! 



We are on the WEB!  

www.BethelLutheranNE.com  

P.O. Box 617, North East, MD 21901 

Pastor Mark Crispell 

Phone: 443-220-1761 

Email: mscrispell@comcast.net 

 

 FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

  

 Total Budget:        

    Receipts - $118,902 

          Disbursements  - $125,131  

    Balance ä (-$6,229)  

Godõs purpose for Bethel 

is to be disciples and 

make disciples of Jesus 

Christ, who pray, love, 

and witness, share and  

serve. 

  

 
Worship  

Opportunities  
Early Worship Sundays at 8:00 A.M.  

Sunday School Sundays at 9AM  

Worship with Holy Communion     

Sundays at 10:30 A.M. 

Contemporary Service (This month on 

December 24th) ä 10:30 A.M. 

 

S OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Join us December 31st at 10:30AM for 
our annual  

Service of Lessons and Carols!  
 

There will be No Sunday School 
or 8AM Service on December 

24th or 31st! 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 

3:00PM -Barn Service 

In a real barn with live animals, dress for the 

weather!                                                

(1755 Principio Rd, Rising Sun, MD) 

 

10:00PM -Traditional Candlelight 

Service 

Join us at Bethel for a truly moving Christmas 

worship experience with Holy Communion and 

special music from the Choir. 

December Prayers 
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Here in time we make holiday because the eternal birth which God the Father bore and 
bears unceasingly in eternity is now born in time, in human nature. St. Augustine says this 

birth is always happening. But if it happens not in me what does it profit me? What matters is 
that it shall happen in me. Amen. 

-Meister Eckhart 


